
Nano Nagle
Early Life
Nano Nagle was born in Ballygriffin, County Cork, in 1718. She was 
born during Penal Law times, which were very difficult for Irish people. 
During these times, it was against the law to educate Irish people and it 
was forbidden to practise the Roman Catholic faith. 
Nano was born into a rich family. Her father, Garret Nagle, owned a lot of 
land. Her mother, Ann Mathews, was from a wealthy family in Tipperary. 
While they managed to hold onto their land during the era of the Penal 
Laws, it was still against the law for their children to be educated.  

Life in France
As Nano entered her teenage years, she was becoming too old to attend 
the hedge schools. Nano continued her education in France. She lived 
in an Irish community in France with her cousins, who looked after her 
well and made her feel at home. Nano had a wonderful life in France 
and as she got older, she enjoyed attending dances and parties.  
During her time in France, one particular incident had a big effect 
on Nano. She saw poor people shivering and waiting in the cold 
for a church to open. Nano began to realise that helping the 
poor was more important than attending dances and having 
fancy clothes. This made her think about life back in Ireland 
and the challenges which the Irish people faced on a daily basis.  

The Lady with the Lantern
  Nano became a nun and returned to Ireland. She decided to try and 
create ways to help the poor. With little regard for her own safety, she 
began to educate the children of Ireland by day. By night, Nano visited 
and nursed the sick. It was due to the time and care she gave to the sick 
that she became known in Cork as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’.

Hedge Schools
Nano and a lot of children attended hedge schools in order to receive 
some schooling. Hedge schools were hidden spaces, often behind 
hedges or bushes, or in barns, where children would be taught. 
One child had to keep watch for English soldiers. Educating Irish 
children was a dangerous job to undertake. Anyone caught doing so 
could be sentenced to death.
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Schools
Nano opened her first school in 1754. By 1757, she had opened seven 
schools in Cork. These schools provided children with basic education 
including Irish and religious education. Historians have noted the 
important role which Nano Nagle played in saving Irish culture. The 
people of Ireland, especially in Cork, associate their freedom with Nano. 
As time passed, Nano decided that a group needed to be formed to continue 
her good work. In 1775, she founded the ‘Sisters of the Presentation’. Nano 
continued her good work for years, before her death from tuberculosis in 
1784. 

Nano Nagle

Did You Know?
Today, there are approximately 2500 Presentation Sisters serving 
worldwide. 
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Questions
1. In which county was Nano Nagle born? Tick one.  

 
 

2. Name two things which Irish people were forbidden to do during the Penal Law times.   
1.   
2.  

3. Why did children attend hedge schools? Tick one. 
 
 
 

4. Which country did Nano Nagle travel to in order to continue her education? Tick one. 
 
 
 

5. In what year did Nano Nagle open her first school in Ireland? Tick one. 
 
 

6. Why was Nano known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’? Tick one. 
 
 

7. Put these statements in order by numbering them from 1 to 4.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What did Nano teach in schools that helped to save the Irish culture? 
 

Nano Nagle

Meath

The children wanted to be outside. 

France

1718

She visited and cared for the sick at night and carried a lantern. 

Cork

Children learn better in the fresh air.

England

1754

She was afraid of the dark and always carried a lantern.

Sligo

It was against the law for the Irish to be educated, so they had to hide.

Portugal 

1757 

There was no electricity at the time so she needed a lantern for light. 

Nano opened her first school in Ireland. 

Nano travelled to France to continue her education. 

Nano was born in Ballygriffin in County Cork. 

Nano founded the ‘Sisters of the Presentation’.
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Answers
Nano Nagle

Answers
1. In which county was Nano Nagle born? Tick one.  

 
 

2. Name two things which Irish people were forbidden to do during the Penal Law times.   
1. get an education 
2. practise the Roman Catholic faith

3. Why did children attend hedge schools? Tick one. 
 
 
 

4. Which country did Nano Nagle travel to in order to continue her education? Tick one. 
 
 
 

5. In what year did Nano Nagle open her first school in Ireland? Tick one. 
 
 

6. Why was Nano known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’? Tick one. 
 
 

7. Put these statements in order by numbering them from 1 to 4.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What did Nano teach in schools that helped to save the Irish culture?  
Nano taught the Irish language and religious education in schools. This helped to save 
the Irish culture.  

Meath

The children wanted to be outside. 

France

1718

She visited and cared for the sick at night and carried a lantern. 

Cork

Children learn better in the fresh air.

England

1754

She was afraid of the dark and always carried a lantern.

Sligo

It was against the law for the Irish to be educated, so they had to hide.

Portugal 

1757 

There was no electricity at the time so she needed a lantern for light. 

Nano opened her first school in Ireland. 3

Nano travelled to France to continue her education. 2

Nano was born in Ballygriffin in County Cork. 1

Nano founded the ‘Sisters of the Presentation’. 4
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Nano Nagle
Early Life
Also known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’, Nano 
Nagle was born in Ballygriffin, County Cork, in 
1718. She was born during Penal Law times, 
which were very difficult for Irish people. During 
these times, it was against the law to educate 
Irish people and it was forbidden to practise the 
Roman Catholic faith. 
The oldest of seven children, Nano was born 
into a rich family. Her father, Garret Nagle, 
owned a lot of land. Her mother, Ann Mathews, 
was from a wealthy family in Tipperary. While 
they managed to hold onto their land during 
the era of the Penal Laws, it was still against 
the law for their children to be educated.  

Life in France
As Nano entered her teenage years, she was becoming too old to attend 
the hedge schools. Subsequently, the decision was made that she would 
continue her education in France and luckily, due to her family’s wealth, 
this was possible. She lived in an Irish community in France with her 
cousins, who looked after her well and made her feel at home. Nano had 
a wonderful life in France and as she got older, she enjoyed attending 
dances and parties.  
While living in France, one particular incident had a big effect on Nano. 
She witnessed poor people shivering and waiting in the cold for a church 
to open. Nano began to realise that helping the poor was more important 
than attending dances and having fancy clothes. This made her reflect 
on life back in Ireland and the challenges which the Irish people faced on 
a daily basis. 

Hedge Schools
Nano and a lot of children attended hedge schools in order to receive 
some schooling. The children were taught in the outdoors, hidden 
away, often behind hedges, while one child had to keep watch for 
English soldiers. Educating Irish children was a dangerous job to 
undertake. Anyone caught doing so could be sentenced to death. 
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Nano became a nun and returned to Ireland. She decided to try and 
create ways to help the poor. With little regard for her own safety, she 
began to educate the children of Ireland by day. By night, Nano visited 
and nursed the sick. It was due to the time and care she gave to the 
sick that she became known in Cork as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’.  
 
Schools  
Nano opened her first school in 1754. By 1757, she had opened seven 
schools in Cork. These schools provided children with basic education, 
including Irish and religious education. Historians have noted the 
important role which Nano Nagle played in saving Irish culture. The 
people of Ireland, especially in Cork, associate their freedom with Nano. 
It became apparent as time passed that a group needed to be formed 
to continue Nano’s good work. In 1775, she founded the ‘Sisters of the 
Presentation’, which was initially referred to as ‘The Society for Charitable 
Instruction of the Sacred Heart of Jesus’. Nano continued her good work 
for years, before her death from tuberculosis in 1784. Today, there are 
approximately 2500 Presentation Sisters serving worldwide. 

Nano Nagle
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Questions
1. What is Nano Nagle also known as?  

 

2. Name two things which made the Penal Law era a difficult time for the Irish people. 
1.   
2.  

3. What is a hedge school? 
 
 

4. Why did Nano travel to France? 
 
 

5. What incident had a big effect on Nano? 
 
 

6. Why did this incident have a big effect on Nano? 
 
 

7. Why did Nano feel the need to return to Ireland? 
 
 

8. When Nano returned to Ireland, what did she do to help the poor? 
 
 

9. What is the name of the religious institute which was founded by Nano Nagle? 
 

10. Tick the boxes to show whether these statements are true or false. 

Nano Nagle

True False

Nano Nagle was born into a rich family in County Cork in 1718.

Nano Nagle travelled to Spain to further her education. 

Nano Nagle dedicated her life to helping the poor. 

Nano Nagle was also known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’.

There are fewer than 2000 Presentation Sisters serving worldwide today. 
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Answers
1. What is Nano Nagle also known as?  

Nano Nagle is also known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’. 

2. Name two things which made the Penal Law era a difficult time for the Irish people. 
1. It was against the law to educate the Irish. 
2. It was against the law to practise the Roman Catholic faith. 

 3. What is a hedge school? 
A hedge school is a school where Irish children were educated in the outdoors, hidden 
away, often behind hedges, while one child had to keep watch for English soldiers.

 4. Why did Nano travel to France? 
Nano travelled to France to continue her education as she was too old to attend the 
hedge schools any more. 

 5. What incident had a big effect on Nano? 
Nano saw a group of poor people shivering and waiting in the cold for a church to open 
to attend mass. 

 6. Why did this incident have a big effect on Nano? 
This incident had a big effect on Nano because she realised that there were more 
important things in the world than going to dances and having nice clothes.

 7. Why did Nano feel the need to return to Ireland? 
Nano wanted to return to Ireland to help the poor people there. 

 8. When Nano returned to Ireland, what did she do to help the poor? 
When Nano returned to Ireland, she opened schools to educate the children of Cork. She 
also visited and cared for sick people at night. 

 9. What is the name of the religious institute which was founded by Nano Nagle? 
The name of the religious institute which was founded by Nano Nagle is the ‘Sisters of 
the Presentation’. 

 10. Tick the boxes to show whether these statements are true or false. 

Nano Nagle

True False

Nano Nagle was born into a rich family in County Cork in 1718. ✓✓

Nano Nagle travelled to Spain to further her education. ✓

Nano Nagle dedicated her life to helping the poor. ✓

Nano Nagle was also known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’. ✓

There are fewer than 2000 Presentation Sisters serving worldwide today. ✓
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Nano Nagle
Early Life
Also known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’, 
Nano Nagle was born in Ballygriffin, County 
Cork, in 1718. She was born during Penal 
Law times, which were very difficult for Irish 
people. The laws meant that Irish people had 
extremely limited economic, social, political and 
educational involvement in their own country. It 
was against the law to educate Irish people and 
it was forbidden to practise the Roman Catholic 
faith. 
The oldest of seven children, Nano was born into 
a rich family. Her father, Garret Nagle, owned 
a lot of land. Her mother, Ann Mathews, was 
from a wealthy family in Tipperary. While they 
managed to hold onto their land during the era 
of the Penal Laws, it was still against the law for 
their children to be educated. 
Nano and a lot of children attended hedge schools in order to receive some 
schooling. The children were taught in the outdoors, hidden away, often 
behind hedges, while one child had to keep watch for English soldiers. 
Educating Irish children was a dangerous job to undertake. Anyone 
caught doing so could be sentenced to death. 
 
Life in France
As Nano entered her teenage years, she was becoming too old to attend 
the hedge schools. Subsequently, the decision was made that she would 
continue her education in France and luckily, due to her family’s wealth, 
this was possible. She lived in an Irish community in France with her 
cousins, who showed her immeasurable hospitality. Nano had a wonderful 
life in France and as she got older, she enjoyed attending dances and 
parties.  
While living in France, one particular incident had a profound effect on 
Nano. She witnessed poor people shivering and waiting in the cold for a 
church to open. Consequently, Nano came to the realisation that helping 
the poor was more important than attending dances and having fancy 
clothes. This made her reflect on life back in Ireland and the challenges 
which the Irish people faced on a daily basis. 
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The Lady with the Lantern
Nano became a nun and, on returning to Ireland, she focused her energy 
on creating ways to help the poor. Disregarding her own safety, she began 
to educate the children of Ireland by day. By night, Nano visited and 
nursed the sick. It was due to the time and care she gave to the sick that 
she became known in Cork as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’. 
Nano opened her first school in 1754. By 1757, she had opened seven 
schools in Cork. These schools provided children with basic education, 
including Irish and religious education. Historians have noted the 
important role which Nano Nagle played in saving Irish culture. The 
people of Ireland, especially in Cork, associate their freedom with Nano. 
It became apparent as time passed that a group needed to be formed 
to continue Nano’s good work. In 1775, she founded the ‘Sisters of the 
Presentation’ which was initially referred to as ‘The Society for Charitable 
Instruction of the Sacred Heart of Jesus’. Nano continued her good work 
for years, before her death from tuberculosis in 1784. Today, there are 
approximately 2500 Presentation Sisters serving worldwide. 

Nano Nagle
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Questions
1. Why was the Penal Law era difficult for the citizens of Ireland?  

 
 

2. Why did one child have to keep a look out for English soldiers at hedge schools?  
 

3. Which word most closely matches the meaning of ‘hospitality’? Tick one. 
 
 
 
 

4. Why did Nano become known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’? 
 
 

5. What were the dangers involved in Nano teaching the children of Ireland?  
 
 

6. What was the original name of the religious institute founded by Nano Nagle?  
 
 

7. Why do you think the name was changed to the ‘Sisters of the Presentation’? 
 
 

8. Which two pieces of information tell us that Nano made an effort to keep the Irish culture 
alive in Ireland?  
1.   
2.  

9. If Nano Nagle had not come back to Ireland and set up schools, what might have happened?  
 
  
 

10. Identify key events in Nano Nagle’s life and add them to the table along with the years in 
which they occurred. The first one has been done for you.

Nano Nagle

1718 Nano Nagle was born in Ballygriffin, County Cork.

refusal
welcome 
rejection
acceptance
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Nano Nagle

Answers
1. Why was the Penal Law era difficult for the citizens of Ireland?  

The Penal Law era was difficult for Irish people because they had extremely limited 
economic, social, political and educational involvement in their own country. It was 
against the law to educate Irish people and it was forbidden to practise the Roman 
Catholic faith. 

2. Why did one child have to keep a look out for English soldiers at hedge schools?  
One child had to keep a look out for English soldiers at hedge schools because it was 
against the law for Irish children to be educated and, if caught, the teacher could be 
sentenced to death. 

3. Which word most closely matches the meaning of ‘hospitality’? Tick one. 
 
 
 
 

4. Why did Nano become known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’? 
Nano became known as the ‘Lady with the Lantern’ because she spent her nights visiting 
and nursing the sick. 

5. What were the dangers involved in Nano teaching the children of Ireland?  
Nano could be arrested and punished for teaching the children of Ireland because it was 
against the English laws to do so.  

6. What was the original name of the religious institute founded by Nano Nagle?  
The original name of the religious institute founded by Nano Nagle was ‘The Society for 
Charitable Instruction of the Sacred Heart of Jesus’.

7. Why do you think the name was changed to the ‘Sisters of the Presentation’? 
Children’s own responses, such as: I think that the name was changed to the ‘Sisters of 
the Presentation’ because the original name was too long for people to remember easily.

8. Which two pieces of information tell us that Nano made an effort to keep the Irish culture 
alive in Ireland?  
1. Nano set up schools in Ireland which taught both Irish and religious education.  
2. Educating Irish children was a dangerous job to undertake. Anyone caught doing so                                                                                                                                               
    could be sentenced to death. 

9. If Nano Nagle had not come back to Ireland and set up schools, what might have happened?  
Children’s own responses, such as: If Nano Nagle had not set up schools in Ireland, the 
Irish language may have died and Irish people may not still be practising the Roman 
Catholic faith.

refusal
welcome 
rejection
acceptance
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Nano Nagle

Answers
 10. Identify key events in Nano Nagle’s life and add them to the table along with the years in 

which they occurred. The first one has been done for you.

1718 Nano Nagle was born in Ballygriffin, County Cork.

1754 Nano opened her first school in Cork.

1775 Nano founded the ‘Sisters of the Presentation’

1784 Nano died of tuberculosis.
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