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 Retirements: 

The Board of Management and Staff extend best wishes to Múinteoir Máire Armitage, 

Múinteoir Áine McLoughney and Breda Shouldice who are retiring from Ballina Primary 

School this Friday.  

 

Múinteoir Máire has been an esteemed member of our staff for many years as teacher and 

Deputy Principal. We are indebted to her commitment and care of the staff and most 

especially to the pupils of Ballina over many years. As Deputy Principal she has worked 

tirelessly to ensure that the health and safety of everyone in our school community was 

cared for and also has had a key role in promoting the positive culture and ethos of our 

school. It has been a privilege to work with her and although she will be sadly missed we 

wish her every happiness in her retirement.  

 

Múinteoir Áine will be sadly missed by all in our school community also. She has started the 

journey of many of our Junior Infants down through the years and always strived to inspire a 

love of learning and education in all the pupils. We thank her for her work as Assistant 

Principal especially in the promotion of the Active Flag and Seachtain na Gaeilge.  

 

Breda Shouldice retires as Special Needs Assistant after many years of dedicated service in 

our school. Breda had a special connection with all the pupils she worked with and also the 

wider school community. Her care and kindness will be missed by all the staff and pupils.  

 

It is a sad week for us here in Ballina Primary School. However we hope to continue the 

traditions laid down by these three wonderful ladies.  

 

 

 Goal Jersey Day: 

Goal Jersey Day took place on Friday 9th of October. The total raised was €667. All proceeds 

raised will go directly to Goal’s work in the developing world. Well done everyone! 

 

 Scholastic Book Fair: 

Our Scholastic Book Fair was a huge success. Pupils purchased €4021 worth of books last 

week and the school will receive €2412 in rewards to purchase library books for classes. 

Thank you to all the pupils who purchased books at the fair.  

 

 Hallowe’en Mid-Term Break: 

The school will be closed for the Mid-Term Break from October 26th to 30th inclusive. 

School will reopen on Monday 2nd of November. 

 

 School Uniform: Pupils must wear a full school uniform to school unless it is a designated 

school tracksuit day. As it is almost wintertime pupils may not wear shorts to school. 

 

 



 The Lunch Bag: 

The Lunch Bag is a school lunch delivery service which delivers lunch for pupils direct to a 

school. On Thursday 22nd of October the company is having a launch day in our school. This 

means samples will be delivered to the school for each child. These will be given to the 

children at the end of the day to take home and open with their parents. This service will be 

available from Monday November 2nd. Additional information is attached with this 

newsletter.  There will be no obligation on any parent to use this service.  

 

 Hallowe’en Costumes: 

We invite pupils to wear their Halloween costumes to school on Friday. Unfortunately, due 

to current COVID-19 restrictions, the Parents’ Association Annual Hallowe’en Disco cannot 

go ahead. The Parents’ Association have kindly provided a goodie bag of treats for each pupil 

for Friday. Prizes have also been provided for best costumes on the day. We thank the 

Parents’ Association for everything they do for our school.  

 

 Illness: 

The staff of our school would like to thank all parents for keeping their children at home 

when displaying symptoms connected to COVID-19. Parents must keep children at home if 

they display any Covid-19 symptoms. Common symptoms include: 

 a fever (high temperature - 38 degrees Celsius or above) 

 a cough - this can be any kind of cough, not just dry 

 shortness of breath or breathing difficulties 

 loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – 

   For further details please see: https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/symptoms.html 

 

 Green Schools Target Climate Action: 

Last week was Climate Action Week across Ireland. In Ballina we made a huge effort to 

highlight awareness. Junior Infants investigated a climate action related story by an Irish 

author. Rang 3 investigated the weather and how it relates to climate. They also wrote a 

song and entered a Green Schools competition for it via Twitter. Rang 4 are involved in a big 

climate action project and made posters urging care for the environment. Rang 5 

investigated the impact of human activity on the oceans. Rang 6 made posters imagining 

how the world might look in 2040 with and without climate action. Thank you to all involved 

for your efforts. 

 

 Climate Action with Clare Education Centre: 

Múinteoir Ciara O’ Sullivan’s Rang 4 are delighted to be participating in a STEAM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths) based project for ‘Climate Action’ which is provided 

by Clare Education centre. Every Thursday afternoon students are working on a lesson 

through Zoom with artist Evelyn Sorohan. The students will explore the causes and effects of 

climate change on our environment and what we can do to develop a sustainable 

community in Ballina. 

 

 “Remote Learning in a COVID-19 Context” Policy and “Digital Learning Survey” 

As a staff we are working on a suite of online tools to be used for any unprecedented 

closures due to COVID-19. During Croke Park hours the teachers have set up a number of 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/symptoms.html


online resources that will be used with the pupils. Our “Remote Learning in a COVID-19 

Context” Policy is almost finished and will be emailed to all parents by the end of the week. 

A “Digital Learning Survey” will be sent to all parents also to ascertain pupils’ access to 

devices, internet access etc in the event of a COVID-related closure. 

 

School Activities for November and December: 

 Irish Dancing:  After mid-term break Senior Infants, Rang 3, Rang 4 and Rang 5 will attend 

classes every Friday with Marie Hogan. 

 Hurling: Every Thursday for Rang 3- Rang 6 with Adrian King. Pupils must wear school 

tracksuit for hurling.  

 Gymnastics: After mid-term break Senior Infants, Rang 2 and Múinteoir Lorraine’s Rang 1 

will attend gymnastics classes every Wednesday with Rody Kennedy. 

 

Go Raibh Míle Maith Agaibh: 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all members of the school community for their efforts 

in ensuring a very successful return to school in these unprecedented times. As we have seen a 

significant increase in cases nationwide, I urge all members of the school community to double down 

on efforts to ensure that we protect all in our community and allow our schools to remain open for 

pupils. Parents please ensure that all physical distancing protocols are adhered to when dropping 

and collecting pupils – keep your distance and wear face coverings at the school gate. I would like 

to acknowledge in a special way the efforts of our school staff; teachers, SNAs, secretary and 

caretaker for their phenomenal work in ensuring that your children’s return to school has been a 

smooth one in these difficult times. The staff of the school deserve huge credit for their role in re-

opening our school. Finally, thanks to all pupils for their efforts in washing their hands, sanitising 

regularly and for adapting to all the new rules and protocols in place around the school so quickly. It 

has been wonderful to be able to return to school since September and we will continue to work 

hard on reviewing and implementing our School COVID-19 Response Plan for the benefit of all our 

school community.        Príomhoide Bernice 


