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The Baby Sentry
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RN depths of the i
e {;t mountain, Lugnaquilla, comes a
Irdling shriek loud enough to wake the

ometimes i
€s in the dead of night, from the

dead. Some wj
o > will sa HEITR it pr
calling " y that it is cats fighting or foxes

>rs will say it’s a |
oy ! y it's a banshee or ghost. Onl
il wbu know the story of Mary Co i [ i
it really e y Conway know what
Mar i i
A\/Vi‘('lz/ tnConY\/ay lived in a town close to the mountain
i ]IV( sons and her husband working in England,
‘ as tough for Mary, but she was happy until she
gave birth to her sixth child.

Ymh.‘nllv things were great. Mary was truly ecstatic about
having a baby girl at last. She was the most beautiful
baby you have ever seen. The doctor who delivered
her was so enthralled with her that she had to be
prised from his arms.

Her ears were slightly pointed at the top and her
eyes were so dark that when you looked into them
you saw nothing, not even your own reflection. Some
said it was like looking into the infinity of space.
Others said it was like looking into your own soul.
The trouble started when they arrived home from the

hospital.
What started
bawl and eventu

cracked, glasses s
of the house with t

off as a whimper, soon turned into a
ally into a scream. Window panes
hattered and the boys raced out
heir hands over their ears. The i
new baby had the loudest, ear-splitting wail that you

have ever heard and she cried all day and all night. L =3
Doctors could find nothing wrong with her.

d from lack of sleep.
austed and the
agjtated.

" ary was going demente
Her boys too, were exh
neighbours Were also starting to get
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Eventually a mob of them arrived at her door to
complain. They pushed Mary’s landlord out to
the front.

”Vl’m sorry,” muttered the landlord, “but I'm
afraid I'm going to have to evict you. The
whole street is complaining about the noise
of your baby.”

He told her that he had a little cottage in
the Glen of Imaal which she could have at a
reduced rent. With little choice, Mary and
her children left the town and drove the
sixteen lonely miles to the Glen of Imaal.

“But nobodly lives up here,” gasped one of
the boys from the back seat.

There was little to be seen except a wilderness of
sparse, wizened trees. The cottage was nestled into

the foot of Lugnaquilla and waiting by its half door was
Mary’s landlord. Before he left he showed them a circle of
standing stones at the back of the house. All around, the grass
had been mowed to the roots by the hungry sheep, but inside
the circle, it grew tall and wild.

“Even the sheep stay clear of the fairy fort,” warned the landlord.

1

he days passed and still the baby cried but at least there were
neighbours to complain. Heedless of the landlord’s warning,
4L took refuge in the fairy fort where they clambered over the st
whooping and hollering. When one of the ancient megaliths toppled o
there was a brief interlude of silence but when no thunder boomed or !

struck, the boys continued playing.
Deep down underground however, thunder boomed in the voice of
High King of the Fairies.

“What mortal dares to disturb one of my forts
soldiers?”

“Your Highness,” his servant reminded him.
Nifan, your soldiers have been guarding the fairy gold...”
Angrily the king marched upwards through tunnels of carved sto;
that he needed to find a new sentry soon. He doubted if he'd ev
as good as Nifan, the three-headed gargoyle. i

N
2" he bellowed. “Wher

“Since the death of o
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King
8 Nuada emerged from hene,

fairy fort, The ath one

moon was full and
{0 a cottage, Where he heard
fingers in his ears
inside wag
baby,

of the stones in the
atrail of footprints led him
aterrible wailing, He stuck his
s and peered in the window. Pacing the floor
a dishevelled Woman trying to sooth a screaming

“I wish someho
she muttered.

‘ J hen he glimpsed the poor child’s eyes, King
\v Nuada became filled with tenderness, Mary saw
a light flicker in front of her and suddenly there
y bearded man with pointed ears. He took the howling
immediately she stopped crying and fell asleep.

“She is not happy in this world,” explained Nuada, “I will do as
you asked and take her away.”

dy would just come in and take her away,”

was a tin
baby and

>/ Tears of guilt and shame fell from Mary’s eyes and Nuada felt sorry for
her. He knew that she loved the baby, so as consolation he told her that she
would always be able to hear her when she cried and when she couldn't hear
her, she could rest assured that the baby was happy.

i g i d took the sleeping baby up the
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mountain. Upon reaching an overhanging ledge of gt te, they5apbgls
underneath it and went through a wooden door, which lay hiddei
curtain of vegetation. ; i
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e Wag tuck his head inside. Twelve millennia of.falry gold V\;as s:aof v
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. Why, doﬁvou think, did Mary’s |

2. What warning did Mary’s landlord give her?
What caused Nuada to get angry?

. Whose footprints led Nuada to Mary’s cottage?

- Is the ending happy? Give a reason for your answer.

andlord offer her a reduced rent? |

I

1. Mary was truly ecstatic about 4. The neighbours were

r having a baby girl. to get agitated.
i (a) surprised (b) despondent (a) tired (b) complaints
i (c) disappointed (d) overjoyed (c) distressed (d) smug

2. The doctor was enthralled with her. 5. All they saw was a wildern
(a) dismayed (b) enchanted sparse wizened trees.
(c) stunned (d) attached (a) healthy (b) dead
3. Mary was going (c) shrivelled (d) eerie
demented from 6. The baby would make
lack of sleep. \ reverberated inside tl
(a) violent (b) crazy { (a) echoed (b) raced
(c) ill (d) exhausted £ (c) stayed (d) enhan

Choose the most suitable word for each sentence.

1. the business lost money 4. Normally theatre-,
but eventually made a profit. refreshments durin
(Initially, Ultimately, Infinity, Soon) (theatre, interval, |

2. He was locked in the bathroom gargoyle)
so he began for help. 5. Sam was tired and __
(escaping, climbing, hollering, following a 14-ho
murmuring) (reverberated, cl

3. The dog snapped at the thief as he dishevelled,

over the wall. 6. Being runners-up
(enthralled, prised, agitated, for the team. (mort
clambered) merriment, pain)
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Nuada needed a new sentry because

(@) his soldiers werent doing a
good job,

(b) Nifan wasn't doing a good job.

(€) the gargoyle wasn't doing a
good job.

v‘ (d) he needed his soldiers back.

=== 5. “She is not happy in this world.”

What did Nuada mean by this?

(@) She doesn't like her mother.

2. Which is FALSE?  £8
Mary Conways baby &M
(@) had pointed ears,
(b) had dark eyes.
(©) looked like Mary.
(d) cried all day and

all night.

3. Living in the Glen of Imaal was

better for Mary because (b) She would be better off dead.

(a) the rent was cheaper. (c) She doesn't like the Glen of
(b) there were no neighbours to Imaal.

complain about her baby. (d) She is a fairy and belongs with us.
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Gramngss
Antonyms are words that are opposite in meaning.
Examples — hot and cold, day and night.
| Rewrite these sentences using antonyms for the underlined words.
| 1. The police officer captured the talkative criminal during the day.
| 2. The loud car drove over the rough road under a yellow sun.
| 3. “Did you give away my new bike?” shouted Jake.
| 4. Tracy opened the door and entered th.e building slowly.
5. It was getting dark when | eating.
- —— =

aby Sentry” and write antonyms for thm.

Choose 30 words fro ‘The B

e
Use your Imagination
e following titles: (a) The Dragon Shgp
ter (d) The Fire Gate (e) Her Last Coin
The Chocolate Tree (j) Three Doors

ort story using one of the
) My Little Sis
Surrender (i)

Write a sh
(b) The Haunted Bus (

(f) Swap (g) Princess (h)





